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MEIJI1

2

TOKUGAWA SHOGUN3

 

Meiji Emperor

قويلات وتعلاززت  ثلام عشلار المحاربة الارستقراطية خلالال القلارن الثلااني ظهرت هذه الطبقة .فرسان اليابان الإقطاعية،  : Samurai الساموراي 

 .فيما بعد. إمتازوا بحق حيازة سيفين 

Tokugawa Shogun  : أسسهنظام اقطاعي Tokugawa Leyasu  وحكمه الشوغن )الجنرالات( من نفس عائلة توكوغاوا للفترة
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Treaty of Mutual Cooperation & Security)

SOFA

( Status of Forces Agreement
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.223/ الطبعة الثانية   / صفحة  1993كتاب تحليل السياسة الخارجية / د. محمد السيد سليم/ مطبعة النهضة المصرية  -1

http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85_%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A
http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85_%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A
http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9
http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9
http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A1_%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A
http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A1_%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A
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SHOGUN
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1- Totman, Conrad D/ Politics in the Tokugawa bakufu, 1600-1843 / University of California Press, 1989.  P. 91    

2- Shiba, Ryotaro/ The last  Shogun  :The life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu / Kodansha  International, 1998.  P. 149,  P. 187

  

http://lib.tuj.ac.jp/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=121604M5AK227.36412&profile=t&uri=search=TL~!Politics%20in%20the%20Tokugawa%20bakufu,%201600-1843%20/&term=Politics%20in%20the%20Tokugawa%20bakufu,%201600-1843%20/&aspect=subtab46&menu=search&source=~!t
http://lib.tuj.ac.jp/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=121604M5AK227.36412&profile=t&uri=search=TL~!Politics%20in%20the%20Tokugawa%20bakufu,%201600-1843%20/&term=Politics%20in%20the%20Tokugawa%20bakufu,%201600-1843%20/&aspect=subtab46&menu=search&source=~!t


www.manaraa.com

 17 

1

 

 

1- http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A9_%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%88  
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1

 Bushido2

3

1-Figal  , Gerard / Spiritis of Modernity in Meiji Japan, Civilization & Monesters, Duke University 

Press, London1999. PP 77-91 

(2 ) Bushido :  

  

.

    

 .
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1

2

1- James Murdoch.M.A in coolaboration with Isoh Yamagata/  A history of Japan  , during the century of early 

intercource  1542-1651 , P. 696 .   P . 702.  

   2-  Herbert   P. Bix / Hirohito & The Making of Modern Japan..2000. P. 205 
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Kamikaze2

3

YOSHIDA 

DOCTRINE45

 

 

1

 

 

.الحرب العالمية الثانية    

- Herbert P. Bix/  Hirohito  & The Making of  Modern Japan/  2000. P448 مصدر سابق 

4- Rowman   & Littlefield/   Yoshida   Shigeru : last Meiji man/  , 1878-1967, c2007. PP. 58-64 
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1

1-   Takii,   Kazuhiro/   The Meiji  Constitution : the Japanese experience of the West and the shaping of the modern 

state, International House of Japan, c2007 ,P. 96 , P. 131. 
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1

2

(3

House of Representatives

House of Councillors

1- Takii, Kazuhiro,   The Meiji   Constitution : the Japanese experience of the West and the shaping of the modern state, 

International House of Japan, c2007 ,P. 149 , P. 161 مصدر سابق    

2- Rowman & Littlefield /  Yoshida Shigeru : last Meiji man , 1878-1967, c2007  .P.104,  P. 119. مصدر سابق 

3- Article 41: The Diet shall be the highest organ of state power, and shall be the sole law-making organ of the State.  

Article 65: Executive power shall be vested in the Cabinet. . 

 Article 76: 1) The whole judicial power is vested in a Supreme Court and in such inferior courts as are established by law. 

2) No extraordinary tribunal shall be established, nor shall any organ or agency of the Executive be given final judicial 

power. 3) All judges shall be independent in the exercise of their conscience and shall be bound only by this Constitution 

and the laws.  
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1

2

1- Article 9:Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation 

and the threat or use of force as means of settling international disputes. 2) In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, 

as well as other war potential, will never be maintained. The right of belligerency of the state will not be recognized. 

2- Commentaries on the Constitution of the Empire of japan , by Marquis Hiroobumi Ito , 1979. P.19 
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1

2

3

4

5

Kokai

Sangi-in

Shugi – in

2- Article 68: The Prime Minister shall appoint the Ministers of State. However, a majority of their number must be chosen 

from among the members of the Diet. 2) The Prime Minister may remove the Ministers of State as he chooses.  

3- Article 67: The Prime Minister shall be designated from among the members of the Diet by a resolution of the Diet. This 

designation shall precede all other business. 2) If the House of Representatives and the House of Councillors disagree and if 

no agreement can be reached even through a joint committee of both Houses, provided for by law, or the House of 

Councillors fails to make designation within ten(10) days, exclusive of the period of recess, after the House of 

Representatives has made designation, the decision of the House of Representatives shall be the decision of the Diet.  

4- Article 1: The Emperor shall be the symbol of the State and the unity of the people, deriving his position from the will of 

the people with whom resides sovereign power. 

5- Article 72: The Prime Minister, representing the Cabinet, submits bills, reports on general national affairs and foreign 

relations to the Diet and exercises control and supervision over various administrative branches.  
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1

2

1- Article 79: The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Judge and such number of judges as may be determined by law; all such 

judges excepting the Chief Judge shall be appointed by the Cabinet. 2) The appointment of the judges of the Supreme Court shall be 

reviewed by the people at the first general election of members of the House of Representatives following their appointment, and shall be 

reviewed again at the first general election of members of the House of Representatives after a lapse of ten(10) years, and in the same 

manner thereafter.  

Article 80: The judges of the inferior courts shall be appointed by the Cabinet from a list of persons nominated by the Supreme Court. 

All such judges shall hold office for a term of ten(10) years with privilege of reappointment, provided that they shall be retired upon the 

attainment of the age as fixed by law. 2) The judges of the inferior courts shall receive, at regular stated intervals, adequate compensation 

which shall not be decreased during their terms of office.  

Article 81: The Supreme Court is the court of last resort with power to determine the constitutionality of any law, order, regulation or 

official act.  

 2- Article 6:  The Emperor shall appoint the Prime Minister as designated by the Emperor shall appoint the Chief Judge of the Supreme 

Court as designated by the Cabinet 
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LDP

DPJDPJ

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/inatl/longterm/japan/japanparties.htm                             1-Major Political Parties in Japan:  

                              

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/inatl/longterm/japan/japanparties.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/inatl/longterm/japan/japanparties.htm
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JCP

SDP

New Komeito

SDP
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Liberal Democratic party 

 New Komeito

.

Democratic party of Japan

.

Japanese Communist Party

Social Democratic Party

   People New Party

   New Party Japan

   Independents

   New Daichi

 

 حول حجم الكتل السياسية التابعة للحزب الحاكم في البرلمان الياباني( 1)انظر الملحق رقم  
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ORDER OF 1955

LDP

LDPNEW KOMEITO

LDP 

NEW KOMEITO 
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Cabinet Approval Rating 2006-2008 
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     html-http://www.nni.nikkei.co.jp/AC/SR/cabinet/chart2006.2008( 1) م بيانيرس

 

http://www.nni.nikkei.co.jp/AC/SR/cabinet/chart2006-2008.html%20%20%20مخطط
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THE DAILY YOMIURI

 LDP

حيلالاث  2117ولغايلالاة نيسلالاان  2117لحكوملالاة منلالاذ أيللالاول الخلالاط الأزرق  و اللالادوائر يمثلالال تلالادني شلالاعبية ا)   (1)

، في حين يمثل الخط الأحمر  و المربعات تصاعد نسبة المعترضين عللاى  %31الى  %53انخفضت النسبة من حوالي 

 (%59لتصل الى  %27سياسة الحكومة من حوالي 
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1

1- Palgrave Macmillan /  Japanese  foreign policy in Asia and the  Pacific : domestic interests, American pressure, 

and regional integration, 2001.   P. 53. P. 75, P. 155
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Tokugawa

1

Mathew C. Perry 

fukokukyoheiWealth & Arms

2

1- Totman, Conrad D  /  Politics in the Tokugawa bakufu, 1600-1843 /   University of California Press, 1989 ..P. 43 

  

http://lib.tuj.ac.jp/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=121604M5AK227.36412&profile=t&uri=search=TL~!Politics%20in%20the%20Tokugawa%20bakufu,%201600-1843%20/&term=Politics%20in%20the%20Tokugawa%20bakufu,%201600-1843%20/&aspect=subtab46&menu=search&source=~!t
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1

.

omnidirectional diplomacy

حليفتهلاا الولايلاات 

 (2).المتحدة

 

1- Nish, Ian Hill /  Japanese foreign policy in the interwar period / Praeger Publishers, 2002,P. 137, P. 157

2 -  Fukushima,  Akiko/  Japanese foreign policy : the emerging logic of multilateralism / St.  Martin's  Press, 

c1999. P. 21, P. 111. P. 130



www.manaraa.com

 43 

 



www.manaraa.com

 49 

1

    

Nixon Shock2

3

      1-  Fukushima, Akiko /.  Japanese  foreign policy : the emerging logic of multilateralism  / St.  Martin's  Press,  c1999. P.    

 مصدر سابق               169 

2- Alvine D Coox & Hilary  Conroy /  China and japan ; A search for balance since WW1, 1978.   P. 355 
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ABSTRACT 

 

The Meiji period (1868-1912) brought about the rapid modernization of Japanese economic, political, and 

social institutions, which resulted in Japan's attaining the status of the leading country in Asia and a world 

economic and political power. During the first half of the Meiji period, from 1868 to 1890, the Meiji 

oligarchs instituted numerous reforms to achieve domestic stability, promote industrialization, improve 

education, and establish an effective government structure, including the promulgation of a constitution in 

1889. Although some disruptions occurred in the Meiji Restoration period up to 1890, several elements of 

Tokugawa society allowed Japan to move smoothly toward modernization. The Tokugawa period that 

allowed Japan to move through the Meiji Reform period with little disruption: (1) high level of economic 

development, (2) common social and cultural background, and (3) achievements in education. The three 

significant disturbances that arose in the Meiji Reform period are dissatisfaction of the samurai , 

development of Japan as a nation-state and the extent of Japan's borrowing from the West.       

By the end of the Tokugawa period, Japan had laid the foundations for subsequent industrialization and 

economic modernization, not only did the economic infrastructure, such as markets, banking, and 

transportation, develop rapidly during the Tokugawa period, the people also developed basic skills to 

allow them to support the rapid economic growth of the Meiji period. For example, samurai functioned as 

bureaucrats of castle towns and gained knowledge and experience in business, management, and office 

functions. Merchants gained entrepreneurial and financing skills that would be valuable to economic 

growth in the Meiji period.  

The Tokugawa shogunate showed great interest in learning even from foreign countries, although the 

shogunate strongly opposed anything related to Christianity. The shogunate supported "Dutch studies" 

(rangaku), which included the translation and study of Western works on science, geography, medicine, 

military science, and other subjects. These studies allowed Japanese to be exposed to Western technology 

and ideas, which facilitated the transition of Japan to a modern country in the Meiji period. The Japanese 

people's great respect for education and learning carried over from the Tokugawa period, as evidenced by 

the establishment of the Ministry of Education in 1871, only three years after the fall of the shogunate, and 

the promulgation of a law in 1872 to make education universal.  

The Meiji oligarchs held power for the first half of the Meiji period from 1868 to 1890, but many Japanese 

argued for political representation. The political party formed by Itagaki Taisuke in 1874 argued for 

formation of an elective national assembly. Okuma Shigenobu of Hizen pressed the other oligarchs in 

1881 to immediately establish a parliamentary form of government, but they preferred a more deliberate 

approach to the establishment of a new governmental system. Although the Japanese leadership received 

pressure from political parties and others to quickly establish a representative form of government, the 

Meiji leaders basically agreed with these democratic ideas, but they wanted to carefully prepare an 

effective form of constitutional government that would be implemented in the time period they believed 

best. Throughout the Meiji period, conflicts arose over how much Japan should emulate or borrow from 

the Western powers. Just as opinions divided between kaikoku (open the country) and joi (expel the 

barbarians) after Commodore Perry landed in 1853, tensions continued throughout the Meiji period 

regarding Japan's policy toward foreigners and foreign ideas.  

Within a short time after 1868, the majority of Japanese adopted many Western ideas and institutions as 

the Meiji oligarchs pursued a policy of fukoku kyohei (rich country, strong military) to catch up with 

Western countries and to gain national strength and wealth. However, toward the end of the 19th century, 

Japanese started to question many Western ways, and they developed a new respect for Japan's traditional 

culture and thought, such as respect for the Emperor. 
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The rise  of  militarism  and  WW2 (1912 – 1945), during the era of the weak emperor Taisho (1912-26), 

the political power shifted from the oligarchic clique (genro) to the parliament and the democratic parties. 

In the First World War, Japan joined the Allied powers, but played only a minor role in fighting German 

colonial forces in East Asia. During the 1930s, the military established almost complete control over the 

government. Already earlier, Japan followed the example of Western nations and forced China into 

unequal economical and political treaties. Furthermore, Japan's influence over Manchuria had been 

steadily growing since the end of the Russo-Japanese war of 1904 -1905.  When the Chinese Nationalists 

began to seriously challenge Japan's position  in  Manchuria  in 1931. In 1933, Japan withdrew from the 

League of Nations since was heavily criticized for her actions in China.  

In July 1937, the second Sino-Japanese War broke out. In 1940, Japan occupied French Indochina 

(Vietnam) upon agreement with the French Vichy government, and joined the Axis powers Germany and 

Italy. These actions intensified Japan's conflict with the United States and Great Britain which reacted 

with an oil boycott. The resulting oil shortage and failures to solve the conflict diplomatically made Japan 

decide to capture the oil rich Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) and to start a war with the US and Great 

Britain. In December 1941, Japan attacked the Allied powers at Pearl Harbour and several other points 

throughout the Pacific. Japan was able to expand her control over a large territory that expanded to the 

border of India in the West and New Guinea in the South within the following six months.  

The turning point in the Pacific War was the battle of Midway in June 1942. From then on, the Allied 

forces slowly won back the territories occupied by Japan. In 1944, intensive air raids started over Japan. In 

spring 1945, US forces invaded Okinawa in one of the war's bloodiest battles. On July 27, 1945, the Allied 

powers requested Japan in the Potsdam Declaration to surrender unconditionally, or destruction would 

continue. However, the military did not consider surrendering under such terms, partially even after US 

military forces dropped two atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6 and 9, and the Soviet 

Union entered the war against Japan on August 8. On August 14, however, Emperor finally decided to 

surrender unconditionally. 

Basic Strategies and Diplomacy for Japan's Foreign Policy in the New Era                                            

Major changes are underway in the international community of today. First of these challenges is the 

globalization of economy and society. Second is the remarkable advancement and increasing power of 

military forces. Third is the rapid expansion of the Chinese economy. In all of these developments there 

are opportunities and potential threats to Japan and to other countries of Asia. Japan must fully investigate 

and seek responses to these challenges.For Japan's foreign policy in its development from now, Japan 

must formulate clear strategies as a state , which have been lacking so far. The basis of all strategy is 

"national interest". Without a debate on the national interest it is impossible to set a course for the 

nation.First among the basic national interests of Japan is to maintain peace and security. Japan must 

change its thinking about international peace activities so that its own actions would conform with 

international norms. Second is to support the free trade system. Japan should establish a network of 

bilateral free trade agreements (FTAs), to supplement the WTO  system .  Japan has to face the reality of 

the world and to actively engage itself in world affairs. 

 

I. Japan's International Relationships 

1. The United States of America:The United States is the most important country for Japan. How the 

relationship should be, however, has up until now avoided redefinition, including the Japan-U.S. security 

system which is central to the relationship. Japan must undertake a comprehensive reexamination of its 

relationship with the United States focusing on security. The reexamination exercise would lead to further 

http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2130.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e7105.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2125.html
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enhancement of the Japan-U.S. relationship. If this work is not undertaken, the rifts between the allies will 

grow from barely tangible to substantial, and confidence in the alliance among the two nations could be 

shaken.It is not unusual that the policy priorities of Japan and the U.S. should be different at times. It is 

impossible that the Japan-U.S. relationship will become like the one between the UK and the U.S. Japan, 

while upholding objectives common with the U.S, must have its own axis of coordinates and engage in 

diplomacy that is complementary to that of the U.S.Now that the economic tensions are relaxed between 

the two countries, policy coordination should be pursued. 

2. China:  The relationship with China is the most important theme in Japan's foreign policy at the outset 

of the 21st century. For both countries, the relationship is one that interweaves "cooperation and 

coexistence" with "competition and friction." It is important that politics is not brought in too much to the 

economic aspects of the Japan-China relationship. Japan should assimilate China's "vitality". The only 

solution to the hollowing out of Japanese industry due to Japanese direct investment in China is Japan 

itself becoming an attractive, high-value added manufacturing economy. China's military buildup can pose 

a serious threat to Japan and other countries of the region. Japan should make strenuous demands for 

transparency from the Chinese side as regards China's burgeoning military budget.As regards Official 

Development Assistance (ODA) to China, Japan must define aid recipients narrowly so that the assistance 

can gain the understanding of the Japanese people more easily. The history problem and the Japan's 

relationship with Taiwan are recurring sources of discord in the Japan-China relationship. As regards the 

history problem, both Japan and China while drawing lessons from history, it is time they liberated 

themselves from an "enchantment with history" and aimed for a future oriented relationship. Since the 

normalization of the relationship between the People's Republic of China and Japan, tremendous changes 

have taken place on Taiwan. It is natural that the Japan-Taiwan relationship should undergo certain 

change as well.  

3. Korean peninsula: (1) South Korea (Republic of Korea) ROK is Japan's most important strategic 

partner in the region, sharing with it the three basic systems of democracy, market economy and an 

alliance with the United States. The sharing of these basic systems is bringing the values and national 

interests of the two countries closer together. The next goal for Japan-ROK relations is the signing of an 

FTA(Free Trade Agreement). This should serve as the core for the achievement of a comprehensive 

economic partnership, and a new sense of community that it fosters will be important. Japan and ROK can 

serve as the hub for an expanding network of democratic, market-economy countries in East Asia and the 

Pacific. (2) North Korea (Democratic People's Republic of Korea): There will be no normalization of 

relations between Japan and North Korea until North Korea itself resolves the many problems that it has 

caused: abductions, development of nuclear weapons and missiles, spy boats, narcotics smuggling etc. The 

resolution of these problems would bring peace, which would lead to greater prosperity for East Asia as a 

whole.North Korea itself needs to make substantial efforts if it is to become a member of the international 

community. Japan's objective is not to overturn the regime in North Korea but to gradually change the 

nature of its political and economic systems.  

4. East Asia and the Pacific: (1) ASEAN: Stability in ASEAN is extremely significant for Japanese 

security. There are, however, large disparities within the ASEAN region, and the course for Japan to take 

is to engage in dialogue with the ASEAN 5 first, and then seek the application of those results to the 

expanded ASEAN group. Economic partnership with ASEAN should be pursued in such a way that it will 

encourage increased integration of the region.Japan should pursue the "East Asian community" initiative 

referred to in Prime Minister Koizumi's Singapore speech. Japan can and should make important 

contributions to ASEAN in education, human resources development and the promotion of democracy. (2) 

Canada and Australia: Located along the Pacific Ocean, Japan, Canada and Australia have much in 

common strategically. Japan should consider developing common policies with Canada and Australia in 
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some areas. Japan should view its relationship with these two countries strategically and in a different 

light from the G8, and should incorporate them into its diplomatic assets. 

5. South Asia: This region is important from a security standpoint as the one region in the world most 

likely to see nuclear conflict. There is potential for economic complementation between India and Japan in 

areas like IT. Japan needs to be aware of India's strengths and utilize them to boost Japan's own economic 

vitality. If Pakistan collapses, it could lead to proliferation of nuclear and missile technologies, and also 

increased terrorism. The conflict over Kashmir has global repercussions. Japan should make an effective 

contribution to the resolution of this conflict. 

6. Middle East: Japanese policy toward Middle East security issues is shaped by the need to both 

maintain Japan’s security alliance with the US and its oil relationship with states in the Middle East. Japan 

should engage in "Middle East silk road diplomacy" to promote the following agenda: 1) elimination of 

the threat of international terrorism, 2) energy security from Gulf countries, 3) "soft power" support for an 

end to the Israel-Palestine conflict, 4) support the US invasion of  iraq & it share in the reconstruction 

after the war. In November 2005, the Government of Japan signed the Exchange of Notes concerning the 

debt relief toward the Republic of Iraq, in which Japan agreed to cancel 80% in total of approximately 

889,000 million yen (approximately 7,600 million dollars) in three stages; First stage: cancellation of 2.42 

billion dollars after the signing of the Notes in November 2005, Second stage: cancellation of 2.40 billion 

dollars. As for third stage, Japan will increase the rate of cancellation up to 80% of the total debts, upon 

completion of the IMF’s final review of the program. At the International Donors’ Conference on the 

Reconstruction of Iraq held in Madrid on 24 October 2003, Japan announced its financial assistance 

package totaling up to $5 billion. The package comprises $1.5 billion of grant aid for immediate needs 

reconstruction of living standard of Iraqi people including power generation, education, water and 

sanitation, health and employment, as well as improvement of security and up to $3.5 billion, mainly in 

the form of Japanese ODA loans, In order to meet medium-term needs. In addition, Japan has announced 

and started implementing 6 billion dollars of debt relief measures. 5) Japan hopes to use a long-standing 

relationship with Iran to help avert a crisis over Tehran's nuclear ambitions. Japan is hoping one-on-one 

diplomacy can lead to a breakthrough that has eluded other nations concerning Iran's insistence on 

proceeding with its nuclear research. Japan has not been a major player in the negotiations with Iran over 

its nuclear program. But Japan has considerable influence in Iran because of long-standing friendly 

business ties. In particular, Japan relies on Iran for much of its imported oil. Japanese government asked 

Iran that it should suspend its production of enriched uranium, which can be used for producing nuclear 

weapons. Japan should do whatever it can to further those aims.In the Middle Eastern peace process, 

Japan should make a strong demarche to both Israel and Palestine in an attempt to bring them back on the 

road to peace.      

7. Russia: Japan-Russia relations are at an important turning point, with Russia itself undergoing vast 

political changes. Japan should engage in a fundamental review of its Cold War policy towards Russia, 

and indeed it cannot leave relations with Russia unchanged. Russia provides an area where there are still 

large possibilities for Japanese foreign policy. Russia itself seeks closer ties with Japan. Russia is now an 

open society in which public opinion has a strong role to play. Japan should make bold moves to 

strengthen the communication pipeline, initiate Track II dialogue, and discuss territorial issues with Russia 

from a wide range of perspectives.  

8. Europe: The EU is moving steadily towards becoming one of the world's largest quasi-states. The 

development of the EU should be regarded highly in the context of world history for the implications it 

has for the balance in the international community. In the new world order, Japanese foreign policy will 

require strong partners case by case. It is the EU that can reasonably be expected to be a partner in several 
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of these cases. Japan should study how best to cooperate with the EU and its strategy for the EU over the 

long term. 

9. Latin America :Japan has no negative legacies in Latin America; this is a region where it can make use 

of its abilities and capacities without constraint. However, Japan's presence in Latin America has been 

steadily declining since the nineties. Japan should expand economic cooperation for Latin America, with a 

view to possibly signing FTAs with MERCOSUR and other Latin American countries. 

10. Africa:If left unattended, Africa's failed states could export terrorism and other destructive factors to 

the rest of the world. Bringing about democracy and good governance in Africa is essential for world 

stability and prosperity. Aid to Africa should not look for short-term returns, but should be seen as a part 

of international activities to maintain order in the world. It will be important to develop TICAD (Tokyo 

International Conference on African Development). 

11. United Nations: The United Nations is a place where the interests of its members clash. Japan would 

not sit at the Security Council for six years.. There has been no progress in its strategy to obtain a 

permanent seat on the Security Council or in its efforts to have the "former enemy clauses" deleted. 

However, the United Nations' functions to maintain world peace and stability are extremely important. It 

would be difficult for sovereign states on their own to perform the United Nations' peace-keeping and 

peace-building functions in its stead. Japan should provide the United Nations with all the cooperation it 

can in order to ensure a better future for the organization. Nonetheless, there is nothing that explains or 

justifies Japan's inflated level of assessed contribution. Japan needs a strong resolve to reduce its assessed 

contribution to rational levels of 15% or thereabouts, which is in line with its GDP. 

 

II. CONCLUSION 

1. Security: Factors for instability in the East Asian region include North Korea's nuclear weapons 

program and the rapid modernization of the Chinese army. The Japanese alliance with United States, 

which Japan opted for in the interest of its sovereignty and independence, may need to be strengthened in 

the future, and certainly cannot be expected to weaken. It will be important for Japan to reinforce its 

counter-terrorism systems. Intelligence gathering, in particular, will be fundamental for national security. 

The question of U.S. military bases, which have been located in such a way as to place excessive burdens 

on Okinawa, can only be resolved if the entire issue is rethought from a nationwide perspective that 

includes both Okinawa and the mainland. The debate on the right to collective defence should be 

advanced to a more realistic discussion that would enable Japan to effectively participate in collective 

security arrangements. Japan should be a country that contributes to behind-the-lines support which does 

not require the use of military force. The dispatch of noncombatant troops to the ISAF (International 

Security Force) in Afghanistan & self defence forces to south of Iraq is an examples. 

2. The Japanese economy in the context of global trends: Japan will be more directly influenced by 

Chinese economic development than any other country and has a responsibility to articulate a national 

economic vision under this new paradigm. The essential first steps will be to quickly dispose non 

performing loans and at the same time reform the economic structure itself. The promotion of science and 

technology will be an absolute prerequisite to achieving this. Nor can regulatory reform be avoided. Japan 

must rectify high-cost structures, enhance educational facilities, and accept more foreign students, with the 

ultimate aim of attracting direct investment from overseas in high value-added areas such as high 

technology industries and research and development. Structural reforms in the agricultural sector are also 

essential. Japan must study mechanisms to mitigate the impact on domestic agriculture and to ensure food 

security. 
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3. Economic integration in East Asia: The highest priority for the Japanese economy is East Asia, which 

is the growth center for the world economy. Japan should accelerate the integration of East Asia and 

should take the lead in this area, seeking to become the core country in a community that advances 

together. Japan should make strategic use of economic partnership agreements in order to achieve this. 

The goal should be the creation of a borderless East Asian economic sphere. When complete, the 

integrated East Asian economy will be a partnership that includes Japan, China, South Korea, ASEAN, 

Taiwan, Hong Kong, and furthermore Australia and New Zealand. Japan should pursue economic 

partnerships, which should serve also to balance China's expanding sphere of influence. At the heart of 

this will be FTAs, first with ASEAN, where Japan has strong trade and investment ties, and also with 

South Korea and Taiwan. 

4. Sustainable development and humanitarian assistance: ODA must be administered with greater 

efficiency under current tight fiscal conditions, and Japan should therefore prioritize the regions to which 

it provides aid and the types of aid it provides. Priority regions would include ASEAN, East Asian 

countries, the Indian subcontinent, the Middle East, Central Asia, and the Caspian Sea countries. Priority 

aid areas would include the development of basic infrastructure to promote economic integration and 

growth in East Asia, environment and energy, poverty eradication, peace-building, and promotion of 

understanding of Japan. The biggest issue in Japanese ODA is ODA for China. Japanese ODA should be 

directly linked to Japanese national interests. It will also be important to support the involvement of the 

Japanese people at the individual level in international development and humanitarian assistance activities. 

5. Energy: The Asian region's energy security issues are coming to the fore, and it is urgent that Japan 

reduce its dependency on the Middle East. In addition to diversifying its sources of energy supply, Japan 

should also look at Russian oil, Caspian Sea oil and African oil. The government should support the 

activities of core energy companies. Japan should also not overlook the importance of nuclear power in 

light of energy conditions in Asia. 

6. Environment: Japan should promote international coordination on environmental issues from the 

perspective of sustainable growth as well as domestic political and economic issues. Assuming that United 

States will not be ratifying the Kyoto Protocol anytime soon, Japan should consider its strategic 

framework. Over the medium and long terms, it will be important to create an international framework on 

global warming that includes both United States and the developing countries. Japan should lead 

international opinion on this. It should also seek the establishment of international environmental rules in 

Asia, particularly for Chinese companies, which are the largest potential polluters. 

7. Academic and cultural exchange: Cultural power stands alongside economic power as an important 

pillar of Japanese foreign policy. Japan should culturally deepen philosophies considered vital by the 

world at large, it will be important to create research centers for modern Japan, America, Asia and other 

areas. Foreign students should be effectively accepted using close coordination among industry, 

government and academia. 

 

III. Recommendations  

It has become increasingly the case that Japanese foreign policy seeks to "treat the symptoms," to resort to 

rearguard efforts to deal with clearly visible changes or trends for which the outcomes are certain. The 

political side has lacked a long-term strategy and vision for foreign policy. The bureaucracy has not 

implemented bold policies. 
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The Prime Minister needs to be given perspectives and options other than just those presented by the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and there needs to be a process by which the Office of the Prime Minister 

provides general coordination. 

 

To provide for this vision and to present these opinions, Japan should create, in an authoritative form, a 

"Foreign Policy and Security Strategy Council" that would advise the Prime Minister on medium and 

long-term foreign policy guidelines. The world is undergoing vast changes as the United States emerges as 

a hyperpower, China takes on new dynamism and the EU continues to work towards an integrated state. 

The changes in international situations coming in the next 20 years will be greater than those experienced 

in any other 20 year period in modern history. It should be obvious that Japanese foreign policy needs to 

rethink its priorities in this new world. 

 

 

 

 

  

 


